
Asking questions
Encouraging decision-making
Working in groups
Incorporating different points of view
Connecting different ideas
Inspiring creativity
Brainstorming                                                                      (continued)

Critical thinking is a skill that many colleges and employers say they are
looking for in applicants and candidates. It’s a focus of much of the
professional development work going on in the RCSD this year. You hear the
phrase all the time, but what exactly is it?
The term critical comes from the Greek word kritikos meaning “able to judge
or discern.” Critical thinking is a thought process in which you question,
analyze, interpret, evaluate, and make a judgment about what you read,
hear, say, or write. As Aristotle said, "It is the mark of an educated mind to be
able to entertain a thought without accepting it."
An important benefit of critical thinking is the ability to make informed
decisions by evaluating several different sources of information objectively.
As a result of this process, critical thinkers must use other essential skills,
including analysis, creativity, problem-solving, curiosity and empathy.
What does it look like in action? Let me give you an example of critical
thinking that would be exercised by our high school students in social studies.
The teacher would introduce several key thinking terms: inference, explicit
versus implicit textual evidence, and connotation. Students work in pairs to
make inferences and distinguish between explicit and implicit messages in
short passages and images and examine words and phrases for connotations.
Students read one of the Federalist Papers (a series of essays published by
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay) and then discuss the
author’s position, trace his argument visually on a piece of paper, and discuss
which of the ideas the author uses for support is most persuasive and why. As
you can see, the assignment requires students to do far more than retrieve
and regurgitate information!
Critical thinking isn’t just for older students. There are many elements of the
critical thinking process that elementary age students can use, with the help
of their teachers, of course:

Dear RCSD Community,
The Rye Commitment is a set of assurances the Board
of Education has made to the community. It is the lens
we use to examine everything we do. To our students,
The Rye Commitment says:
"We will provide the necessary support for you to
receive an education that helps you become socially
responsible, caring citizens who can think critically,
communicate effectively, collaborate, and creatively
solve problems in a diverse global environment.”
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RHS National Honor Society
Inducts 151 New Members

From top to bottom: Charles Reddoch lights the
Candle of Scholarship, Marissa Fink lights the Candle
of Leadership, Julia Cabrera lights the Candle of
Service, Ben Mayer lights the Candle of Character

The Rye High School chapter of the National
Honor Society (NHS) welcomed 151 new
members at a candle lighting ceremony in the
High School Performing Arts Center on
October 3. To be qualified for membership in
the NHS, students to have a cumulative
average of 90 and perform a minimum of 45
volunteer hours. The Rye High School faculty
nominated students who they believe embody
the NHS ideals to light the candles: Charles
Reddoch for scholarship, Marissa Fink for
leadership, Julia Cabrera for service, and Ben
Mayer for character. The students lit candles
to represent each of these qualities, and all
joined in repeating the pledge of induction.
Congratulations to the newest members of the
RHS chapter of the NHS!

Critical thinking, and how to instill it as part of the everyday classroom, is a big focus of the
RCSD’s teacher professional development this year. There are learning sessions taking place in
every faculty meeting this year. Administrators will guide teachers in recognizing the skills,
abilities and dispositions (e.g., persistence, curiosity) that are hallmarks of critical thinking. The
November Superintendent’s Conference Day will focus on how to design a critical challenge. In
addition, the individual departments (i.e., Social Studies, Math, etc.) at all grade levels will be
working together to plan critical thinking exercises.
Albert Einstein said, “The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason
for existing." A mantra for us all to live by, be we students, teachers, administrators, or parents!
Sincerely,

Eric Byrne, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools



Back row, left to right: Dr. Bradley Ethington, Director of Bands, Syracuse University, Aaron Lynch, French Horn
(7th Grade), Rocco DeFife, Trumpet (7th Grade), Hunter Geis, Trombone (7th Grade), Nicholas Neubardt, Bass

clarinet (8th Grade), Graden Thomas, Alto Sax (8th Grade), Cole Pagen, Tuba (8th Grade), Mae McGinn,
Trumpet (8th Grade), Anisa Machano, Alto Sax (8th Grade), Samuel Collins, Percussion (7th Grade), Mr. Tyler

Schwirian (RMS Band Teacher)
Front row, left to right: Emmett Deaner, Clarinet (7th Grade), Rice Johnson, Trombone (7th Grade), Ryan Proulx,
Clarinet (7th Grade), Calvin Rollano, Alto Sax (7th Grade), Elsa Fahlgren, Trumpet (7th Grade), Sophiah Collins,

Trumpet (7th Grade), Jenna Kloepfer, Flute (7th Grade)
Not Pictured: Kosuke Nagaoka, Trombone (7th Grade)

Spotlight on the Arts

In mid-October, 17 Rye Middle School Band members were nominated for
and accepted into the 2022 Northern Westchester Honors Middle School
Concert Band under the direction of Dr. Bradley Ethington from Syracuse

University. The concert took place on October 8 at North Salem
Middle/High School. The students did a fantastic job, and the Rye City

School District had the most student representatives from any participating
district! 



National Merit 
Commended Students

Ten Rye High School seniors were named 2023 National Merit Scholarship Program
Commended Students in late September. The students earned the recognition by
scoring well on the PSAT/NMSQT test taken their junior year. Of the over 1.5 million
juniors in about 21,000 high schools nationwide who took the test, approximately
34,000 were named commenced students, meaning that these students placed
among the top five percent of all the students who took the exam. Rye High School’s
10 Commended Students are:

Cassandra Brook
Sophia Cai

Ayden Hufford
Joyce Kang

Abigail Kaplan
Jo-Lynn Kok

Zoe Lien
Ami Matsushi
Philip Seidell

Harry Swanson

The students were recognized with Rye Recognition of Excellence awards at the
October 25 Board of Education meeting.

Rye High School's Commended Students with Dr. Byrne
and RHS Principal Suzanne Short. 

Not pictured: Joyce Kang and Jo-Lynn Kok



Commendations
The RHS boys and girls varsity cross country team competed at the Edward J.J. Bowes 5K on
October 22

Will Squarek took 9th overall with a time of 16:56
Jess Bourne was 20th with a time of 21:40

The varsity cheerleading team took 3rd place at their first competition of the season at Yorktown
High School
The varsity field hockey team made it to the championships but fell to Lakeland on October 29
The varsity football team has made it to the Class A semifinals in the B bracket. They take on
John Jay Cross River at Nugent Stadium Friday, November 4th at 7:00pm
The boys varsity soccer team made it to the sectional semifinals for the third time in four seasons,
losing against Tappan Zee in overtime. The team ended the season with a 15-4 record and a
league title
The girls varsity soccer team made it to the sectionals, losing to Pearl River in overtime. The team
ended the season with a 14 – 3 – 1 record and a league title
The Rye-Rye Neck-Blind Brook girls varsity swimming and diving team participated in the
league championship meet on October 29: 

The 200 meter medley relay team of Megan Tiedemann (10th), Sophia Lord (10th), Sydney
Goldberg (11th - Blind Brook), and Zoe Lien (12th) placed 3rd
The 400 meter free relay team of Zoe Lien, Kayla Lombardo, Sophia Lord, and Sydney
Goldberg placed 3rd
8th grader Kaitlyn Bentley placed 11th during the diving competition
Sophomore Kayla Lombardo made the sectional cut in the 200 freestyle
Sophomore Sophia Lord placed 3rd in the 100 meter butterfly and won the 100 meter
breaststroke. Sophia also qualified for the NYSPHSAA State Championship meet in the 100
meter breaststroke
The girls varsity tennis team team made it to sectionals, beating John Jay East Fishkill in the
first round before losing to Harrison in the second
Rye High School senior tennis, ski and lacrosse athlete Cassidy Pagen was named the Rye
Lions Club Athlete of the Month for September

Mello Scholarship Award Winners
Each year, before the annual Rye-Harrison Game, two
seniors from Rye High School and Harrison High School
receive the Christopher Mello Award. The memorial
scholarship award was established by the family of Chris
Mello, the Rye High School Class of 1994 football captain
who died on 9/11. Since 2002, the foundation has given
out more than $80,000 in scholarships to Rye and
Harrison football players. 

The two winners met on the 50 yardline of the Nugent
Stadium field to receive their awards from Doug Mello,
Chris’s father. This year’s winners are Owen Meyers from
Rye and Dylan Haines from Harrison, both of whom were
chosen for best embodying the spirit and character that
Mello exhibited in life.

Owen Meyers (left) and Dylan Haines (right), 
Winners of the 2022 Mello Award



Tuesday, November 8
Superintendent’s Conference Day
School closed for students

Wednesday, November 9
Rye Fund for Education event
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Rye Grill & Bar

Friday, November 11
Veterans Day
School and offices closed

Tuesday, November 15
Board of Education Meeting - Open Topics Forum
7:30 p.m.
RMS Multipurpose Room

Thursday, November 17 
Elementary parent/teacher conferences
Elementary students early dismissal at 11:00 a.m.

Friday, November 18
Elementary students one hour late arrival

Wednesday, November 23
Thanksgiving Recess
School closed for students

Thursday, November 24 - Friday, November 25
Thanksgiving Recess
School and offices closed

Tuesday, November 29
Board of Education Meeting - Social Emotional Learning
7:30 p.m.
RMS Multipurpose Room

Looking Ahead


